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ADVERTISEMENT. 


l'une Editor of this compilation has been glad to learn from 
the Publisher, that the enterprise has obtained a patronage equal 
to what was expected for it in the outset. In issuing the first 
number of the second volume, acknowledgments should be made 
for the favour with which the first volume has been received. No 
effort will be omitted, which may serve to increase that favour 
upon solid grounds. All the industry and care of which the case 
was susceptible, have been hitherto, and will continue to be, ex- 
erted in the collection and choice of materials. Variety has been 
consulted as far as the more important and appropriate objects of 
beneficial entertainment and permanent usefulness would allow. 
It is intended to embody in this work scientific as well as literary 
information; the results of the genius of discovery in every 
branch of knowledge, besides good specimens of criticism in 
the belles lettres, and interesting observations and facts in his- 
tory, geography, statistics, &c.—such as constitute the value of 
books of voyages and travels. The volumes of the Museum 
should be worthy of preservation, both as sources of liberal 
amusement and instructive reference, at any distant period. 

As yet the Editor has not had access to all the European pub- 
lications which he proposed to use; particularly the classical and 
technological journals of Great Britain. But orders for them 
have been transmitted by the publisher, and it is expected that 
they will soon be begun to be regularly received. The periodi- 
eal works which have chiefly furnished the contents of our first 
six numbers, are, indeed, sufficient for the purpose of forming a 
very desirable monthly miscellany of the size of this collection. 
But it may be doubted whether much more could be extracted 
from them, that would be attractive or profitable for the Ameri- 
ean reader. The greater part of each of the British literary 


journals, consists of topics and discussions merely domestic and 


national; or at least foreign to the concerns and tastes of our 
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country. This is the case even with the Edinburgh and Quar- 
terly Reviews. Blackwood’s Magazine, which is so popular 
and extensively read throughout the British dominions, presents 
but little which Americans can or should relish. We have not 
found in the New Monthly Magazine, edited by Campbell, on 
an average as to each number, more than one article which 
we deemed worthy of being transplanted : and if we said two 
articles in relation to the British Critic and Monthly Review, 
we should be within just limits. The new quarterly work, enti- 
tled the 2/bum, from which we have culled some thirty pages for 
our present number, is not likely to supply much matter suited to 
our meridian. The scientific journals, such as Brewster’s Edin- 
burgh Philosophical Journal, the Journal of Science, the Annals 
of Philosophy, Tilloch’s Magazine, are proportionably more 
fertile than the literary; and we have turned them to account, 


and shall continue to do so. None of them are reprinted in the 


United States. Still, these are, for the most part, made up of 


what we would call rugged, severe or abstruse science, calcu- 
lated to engage and gratify only persons with whose regular 
studies and professions it corresponds, and not at all the reading 
public in general. In resorting to them, we have preferred such 
articles as can be understood and enjoyed by all minds general] 


intelligent and well informed. 

















